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Contributions 
PULPIT ECHOES 

The Belierer's Relation to Christ 
The relation of unity. As we look ont 

into nature's realm we see the principle of 
unity in plurality recognized everywhere. 
The orbs in our solar system are mutually 
dependent upon each other. In our own 
physical organism the same truth obtains. 
In oar marriage vows the same principle is 
recognized—man and wife are one. Nature 
and revelation have the same God. This 
fact is recognized in our Savior's high 
priestly prayer, John 1.7. 

Unity with Jesus makes our interests ident- 
ical with his—the salvation of the world from 
sin. We become co-woikers with him. II 
Cor. 6:1. We co-operate with him in efforts 
to save sinners from their sins. By holy 
lives, by unselfish sacrifice, by ardent long- 
ings and prayer. Jesus in us and we in 
Jesus means that we are his in life, and in 
death. 

We do as he wants as to do, 
We say what he wants a* to say, 
We go where he wants ns to go. 

May this intense unity ever exist between 
us and the blessed Christ. 

W. J. H. BAUMAN. 

The Protecting; Power of God 

Jerusalem the city where God chose to 
place his name is located in the midst of 
mountains which surround and protect the 
city from storms and tempests. These 
mountains were also barriers which kept out 
enemies which would otherwise have entered 
and destroyed the city. These mountains 
were to the psalmist a type of God's protect- 
ing power, from which we learn that God is 
always around us, on all sides, and between 
us and our spiritual enemies, between us and 
danger, temptation, and adversity. 

This protection is only vouched to one class 
of people viz., "His people." In 2 Cor. 
6:16, 17 we are given the conditions by which 
we become God's children. There are three. 
1. Come out, answer the call of God thru 
the gospel by repentance. 2. Be separate 
by obeying the Lord Jesus Christ and there- 
by applying his blood by which we are sanc- 
tified, set over on God's side. 3. Touch not 
the unclean thing by putting away all that 
injures the body, pollutes the mind, or defiles 
the spirit. By so doing you can in all con- 
fidence lay claim to this promise and be as- 
sured that God is round about you. Put him 
between you and all your troubles, between 
you and all your temptations. 

The blessing of being kept by the power 
of God is peace that passeth understand- 
ing. Hope that brightens every cloudy day 
and lightens every dark way. A filling of 
the soul with happiness which is a foretaste 
of heaven. 

Those mountains still stand round about 
Jerusalem in her ruin and  desolation.    So 

God still becomes our protector even in death 
and shall be the power which will raise us up 
from the dead. 

"Where'er I roam, where'er I stray, 
On solid earth or faithless sea, 

This promise fills my sonl with peace, 
God cares (or me. 

What tbo I slumber in the grave, 
Not then shall I forgotten be; 

The resurrection morn will prove 
God cares for ma. 

L. W. DITCH. 

Compensation 

"Cursed is  the ground for   thy rjsake." 

seek from the dead, but to the law and the 
Gospel for that alone is the sure word of 
salvation upon which we may depend, for it 
has proven its all sufficiency in every age 
and clime and will stand when heaven and 
earth pass away. 

Not in anger, not in wrath, not in order that 
He might exalt in seeing the child who had 
broken His will, punished, did God send his 
children forth from the garden that fatal day. 
Not only to suffer for his past sin was he 
doomed to toil amidst the brambles and 
flesh-tearing briars. But, "for thy sake," 
the thorn ; "for thy sake," the sweat-* "for 
thy sake," the sorrow; "for thy sake," the 
travail; "for thy sake," the "dust to dust." 
It was not for punishment, but for training. 
This child of God's was imperfect. The Are 
must consume the dross. "When thou hast 
tried me, I shall come forth as gold." So 
God casts his children into the furnace to 
make them pure and shining gold. And the 
Adam of the Paradise to come will be better 
and happier, than the Adam of the Paradise 
of old. O child, dost thou complain of the 
thorn ? Be quiet ! The Father perfecteth thy 
strength. Dost thou cry out in the furnace ? 
Be still! The Father consumeth thy dross. 
Hush, O Heart, hush ! For, 

1 'I think if tbon conldst know, 
O sonl that will complain. 

What lies concealed below 
Onr harden and oar pain ; 

How just oar anguish brings 
Nearer those longed-for things 

We seek for now in vain,— 
I think thou wouldst rejoice and not complain." 

Louis S. BAUMAN. 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

Gospel Sufficiency 

In the conversation between Abraham and 
Dives in the parable of the rich man and 
Lazarus, the veil that intervenes between 
time and the future state is momentarily 
drawn aside, our ears are permitted to hear 
the petition of the lost and the answer of 
the glorified. And as we listen we realize 
that we are brought into close proximity 
with heaven and hell. This is not intended 
to excite our curiosity, but to teach us very 
solemn and weighty facts, that the gospel is 
a sufficient revelation for man's salvation, 
and a messenger from the dead would not 
and could not remove unbelief. Signs and 
wonders have never been intended to con- 
vert the sinner. The word of God to the 
believing is the power of God unto salvation 
and to pray for and look for extraordinary 
signs and wonders to be adopted for our 
conversion or the conversion of our friends 
is antiscriptual. Let us not therefore look 
for nor desire visions and apparitions, nor 

Meyersdale, Pa. 
J. H. KNEPPIR. 

DEGENERACY OF MORALS 
A. J   HIXSON 

No question is.more jstartling to the lover 
of good moral qualities than the drift of 
things along this line in our own country. 

In every department of business life it is 
more or less apparent, that indifference to 
strict moral principles prevails, but in no 
line is it so winked at in high places so 
plainly and so injuriously as in domestic 
life. The alarming increase of seeming do- 
mestic infelicity is calling out statements to 
arouse an indifferent public sentiment The 
time is at hand when we cannot look upon 
licentious France and charge her shame to 
Voltaire and the infidel teachings of his asso- 
ciates. Indianapolis centrally located in 
our beloved country with a record of divorce 
one for every six licences granted, and but 
slightly varying thruout the state, calls loud- 
ly, for investigation. Causes somewhere are 
at work leading up to this state of affairs. 
Recent statistics show that during one year 
there were 508 divorces granted in England, 
1789 in Russia, 6161 in Germany, 6245 in 
France and in the United States 23,472. Are 
not such figures startling ? Does it not indi- 
cate plainly that the sacredness of the do- 
mestic relation is fast losing its hold upon 
the American people ? Even in our church- 
es marriage by many is looked upon as a 
business partnership and treated by the 
courts accordingly. 

Yea the disolution of marital relations is 
often accomplished in our district court in 
ten minutes, and a whole grist ground out at 
evening session to save time for the more 
important business of the Court. Is not this 
criminally wrong ? God's divine law ignored, 
all the sacred interests of cultured society set 
aside, the denunciations of eternal vengeance 
winked at. A gentleman attending the con 
vention of Prison Wardens in our city re- 
cently, said that "unless crime was checked 
in our country, we could count the decades 
of our Republic on the fingers of one hand." 
Is it not a blighting shame, that such utter- 
ance must be heard in the land of the puri- 
tan fathers. Has not the New Testament 
principle been lost sight of ? Do we any 
longer reverence the Bible teaching as a 
people ? Unless those sacred teachings are 
speedily reinforced, the American home is 
in imminent peril. While our country is 
aroused upon the subject of anarchy, that 
seeks the destruction of all government, let 
our law makers be reminded that law is 
necessary to arrest the moral depravity that 
is so rapidly undermining and destroying the 
law of God, regulating the moral statues of 
the home.    "Whosoever shall put-away his 


